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us more dependent on foreign oil and will 
cause energy prices to increase. 

Raising taxes on the energy sector will in-
evitably be passed to consumers at the pump. 
If the Democrat energy tax increase is passed, 
motorists will consider today’s $3 gasoline to 
be a cheap deal. Families and small busi-
nesses in Kansas do not want higher fuel 
costs, which is why I refuse to accept a plan 
that raises the price of gasoline. 

By raising billions of dollars through tax in-
creases imposed on the oil and gas manufac-
turing industry, but not raising taxes on other 
manufacturing sectors, Congress picks win-
ners and losers and American manufacturing 
jobs suffer. 

Instead of encouraging more domestic en-
ergy exploration, production and investment, 
the Democrat energy bill instead makes these 
activities more expensive for American compa-
nies trying to supply America with energy. 

This bill is woefully inadequate when it 
comes to American energy independence. It 
harms consumers by raising energy costs. 
And it wreaks havoc on American manufac-
turing jobs. 

I urge my colleagues to reject this proposal. 
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Wednesday, December 12, 2007 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the AMT Relief Act of 2007, 
which will provide middle class tax relief to 
over 23 million hard-working families who 
would otherwise be hit by the Alternative Min-
imum Tax next year. 

For six years, the White House and the Re-
publican congressional leadership failed to dis-
mantle the Alternative Minimum Tax. As a re-
sult of their inaction, a huge middle class tax 
increase is now hanging over the heads of 
millions of unsuspecting Americans. This Re-
publican tax tsunami will come crashing down 
on middle America next year if we fail to take 
action today. 

On the Republicans’ watch, the wealthiest 1 
percent of Americans got over half the benefit 
of the Bush tax cuts—while the Nation’s debt 
soared past $9 trillion. Make no mistake: 
There are consequences to this kind of borrow 
and spend mentality. Every year, each tax-
payer must pay a $3,300 ‘‘debt tax’’ just to 
cover the cost of financing the debt. This leg-
islation takes a different approach. Rather 
than digging ourselves deeper into debt, this 
bill pays for our actions today by closing a 
loophole in current law that permits a minus-
cule number of hedge fund managers to defer 
billions of dollars in compensation in offshore 
accounts. 

To those who say Congress should not pay 
its bills, this legislation says ‘‘there is another 
choice.’’ We can provide fiscally responsible 
tax relief without running up the national debt. 
We can take responsibility for our expenses 
today, without placing the burden of our 
choices on future generations. 

I urge my colleagues to make the right 
choice. Let’s pass fiscally responsible AMT re-

lief and give our citizens the government they 
deserve. 
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DR. AULAKH, PRESIDENT OF 
COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN, HAS 
SUCCESSFUL TRIP TO EUROPE 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, recently, Dr. 
Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the Council 
of Khalistan, made a very successful trip to 
Great Britain and Belgium. Belgium is the Eu-
ropean headquarters of the Research and 
Analysis Wing (RAW), India’s shadowy ‘‘intel-
ligence service.’’ 

Dr. Aulakh spoke at three Gurdwaras and 
the crowds responded enthusiastically. They 
chanted pro-Khalistan slogans and they over-
whelmingly supported the message of freedom 
for Khalistan, the Sikh homeland. This was a 
blow to the Indian occupation and oppression 
in Punjab, Khalistan. 

Their support should be rewarded, Madam 
Speaker. We should go on record supporting 
a free and fair vote on the matter. And we 
should stop our aid to India until such time as 
they recognize basic human rights. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to add the 
Council of Khalistan’s recent release on Dr. 
Aulakh’s European visit to the RECORD at this 
time. 

DR. AULAKH’S VISIT TO EUROPE VERY 
SUCCESSFUL 

WASHINGTON, DC, Dec. 6.—Dr. Gurmit 
Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of 
Khalistan, has recently returned from a very 
successful trip to Europe. He traveled to 
Gurdwaras in Belgium and Great Britain. He 
spoke at the Gurdwaras in Sint-Truiden in 
Belgium and in Slough and Birmingham in 
the United Kingdom. Belgium is the Euro-
pean headquarters of India’s Research and 
Analysis Wing (RAW). 

At every stop, slogans of ‘‘Khalistan 
Zindabad’’ filled the air. Enthusiastic crowds 
greeted Dr. Aulakh’s message of freedom for 
Khalistan, the Sikh homeland that declared 
its independence from India on October 7, 
1987. 

‘‘I would like to thank my hosts in Europe 
for helping to make the trip so successful,’’ 
Dr. Aulakh said. The show of support for lib-
erating the Sikh Nation, Khalistan, from In-
dian occupation shows that the flame of free-
dom burns brightly in the hearts of the Sikh 
Nation despite India’s many years of oppres-
sion.’’ 

India has refused to allow so much as a 
vote on the matter of independence for 
Khalistan. It has refused to grant the people 
of Kashmir the plebiscite on their status 
that they were promised in 1948. It continues 
to kill and harass Sikhs and other minori-
ties. 

The Indian government has murdered over 
250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 
Christians since 1948, over 90,000 Muslims in 
Kashmir since 1988, and tens of thousands of 
Tamils, Assamese, Manipuris, Dalits, and 
others. The Indian Supreme Court called the 
Indian government’s murders of Sikhs 
‘‘worse than a genocide.’’ 

Indian police arrested human-rights activ-
ist Jaswant Singh Khalra after he exposed 
their policy of mass cremation of Sikhs, in 
which over 50,000 Sikhs have been arrested, 

tortured, and murdered, and then their bod-
ies were declared unidentified and secretly 
cremated. He was murdered in police cus-
tody. His body was not given to his family. 

The police never released the body of 
former Jathedar of the Akal Takht Sardar 
Gurdev Singh Kaunke after SSP Swaran 
Singh Ghotna murdered him. Ghotna has 
never been brought to trial for Jathedar 
Kaunke’s murder. No one has been brought 
to justice for the kidnapping and murder of 
Jaswant Singh Khalra. 

According to a report by the Movement 
Against State Repression (MASR), 52,268 
Sikhs are being held as political prisoners in 
India without charge or trial. Some have 
been in illegal custody since 1984! Tens of 
thousands of other minorities are also being 
held as political prisoners, according to Am-
nesty International. We demand the imme-
diate release of all these political prisoners. 

History shows that multinational states 
such as India are doomed to failure. Coun-
tries like Austria-Hungary, India’s longtime 
friend the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, Czecho-
slovakia, and others prove this point. India 
is not one country; it is a polyglot like those 
countries, thrown together for the conven-
ience of the British colonialists. It is doomed 
to break up as they did. 

‘‘The desire to reclaim the sovereignty 
that Guru Gobind Singh declared for us still 
resides in every Sikh heart,’’ said Dr. 
Aulakh. ‘‘As Professor Darshan Singh, a 
former Jathedar of the Akal Takht, said, ‘If 
a Sikh is not for Khalistan, he is not a 
Sikh’,’’ Dr. Aulakh noted. ‘‘We must con-
tinue to press for our God-given birthright of 
freedom,’’ he said. ‘‘Khalistan must and will 
be free soon.’’ 
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CONGRATULATING DR. HAROLD 
DODGE ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
RETIREMENT AS SUPER-
INTENDENT OF THE MOBILE 
COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYS-
TEM 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise to honor 
the long and distinguished career of Dr. Har-
old Dodge, on the occasion of his retirement 
as superintendent of the Mobile County Public 
School System. 

With a career spanning over four decades, 
Dr. Dodge has dedicated his life to education, 
serving as a teacher, principal, and super-
intendent. Beginning his career as a teacher 
and a coach at Deep Creek High School in 
Chesapeake, Virginia, he went on to serve as 
principal at Oscar Smith High School, Indian 
River Junior High School, and E.W. Chittum 
Elementary School in Chesapeake, Virginia. 

Prior to coming to Mobile, Dr. Dodge served 
as superintendent of Cumberland County 
Schools in Cumberland, Virginia; Montgomery 
County Schools in Christianburg, Virginia; and 
University City School District in University 
City, Missouri. 

In August of 1998, Dr. Dodge took the 
reigns of the Mobile County Public School 
System, the State’s largest school system with 
over 65,000 students and 8,000 employees. 
Under his leadership, the school system has 
implemented a nationally recognized strategic 
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